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Purpose: To ensure that all infectious medical waste is managed appropriately and properly disposed to prevent risks of infection within the hospital.

Policy Statement:
· The hospital shall ensure equipment is present to facilitate the proper management and disposal of infectious medical waste.
· Hospital shall ensure that all staff comply with infectious waste disposal and management procedures.

Definitions: 
· Infectious waste: material suspected to contain pathogens (bacteria, viruses, parasites or fungi) which could cause disease in susceptible hosts. Wastes from infected patients in isolation wards, surgery, and autopsies. (e.g. excreta, tissue, and dressing from infected or surgical wounds, clothes soiled with human blood or other body fluid).



Equipment/Forms:
· 
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· Guidelines on handling, storage and disposal of waste 
· Waste bins
· Waste bags with different colors 
· Labels for dustbins
· Weighing scale 


Procedures:
1. Avail sufficient color coded waste bins in all clinical departments. All waste bins are fitted with a plastic bag according to their colors: red/yellow for infectious waste, white/green for noninfectious waste.
2. Separate waste bins shall be provided in all clinical departments according to the nature of the waste that is produced.
3. All waste bins are labeled according to the waste nature: infectious or non-infectious.
4. The infectious waste bin must always be placed in the safe area. Sharps must always be placed in safety boxes and never be placed in waste bags.
5. General waste must be contained in well labeled black bags.
6. Waste bags must not be over filled (approx. 2/3 of capacity).
7. The bags or containers must be replaced immediately with new ones of the same type.
8. Bags are single use supplies.
9. The environment health officer must ensure that adequate supplies are available and that procurement is timely to ensure that the stock of waste collection bags does not run out.
10. Waste bags are sealed and transported to a secured place with restricted access and waiting for incineration.
11. Wastes must not be accumulated in the place where the waste is produced.
12. Use appropriate personal protective equipment (including heavy gloves) when handling wastes, handle carefully to avoid splashes.
13. Decontaminate and clean heavy-duty gloves after use, and remove them carefully
14. Always ensure hand hygiene after handling wastes.
15. Avoid transporting contaminated waste from one plastic bag to another.
16. Incineration is the preferred method for infectious waste management.
17. Equipment that is used to hold and transport infectious wastes from storage to disposal sites must not be used for any other purpose.
18. Cleaning and decontamination of waste bins must be done immediately after emptying.
19. All collected waste from services are transported by designed trained cleaner.
20. Wastes should be incinerated three times a week or in accordance with hospital plan.
21. If the hospital incinerator fails, waste is transferred to nearest hospital for incineration.
22. Small amounts of chemical or pharmaceutical waste may be
· Collected together with infectious waste.
· Large quantities of obsolete or expired pharmaceuticals stored in hospital wards or departments must be returned to the pharmacy for disposal.
· Other pharmaceutical waste generated, such as spilled or contaminated drugs or packaging containing drug residues must not be returned because of the risk of contaminating the pharmacy; it must be deposited in the correct container at the point of generation.
24. The wheeled trolley or containers that are used to transport waste may not be used for any other purpose shall be labeled according to the type of wastes contained, cleaned regularly and must never be overfilled.
25. Storage times of infectious waste shall not exceed 48 hours.
26. After the incineration of waste, the ash produced shall be disposed in a very deep, cemented, and secured pit.
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