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Purpose: To ensure management of spills is done appropriately and correctly in order to prevent the transmission of infection or other harmful effects. 

Policy Statement: 
· The hospital ensures appropriate management of spills in clinical services area, including training hospital staff and availing the spill kits.

Definitions:
· Spill: an amount of liquid that has spilled from a container to a given surface (floor).
· Spill Kit: usually contains two or three types of equipment. The first is protective clothing or Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The second is equipment used to clean up the spill. Third, some kits include equipment to stop leakage.
 
Equipment/Forms: 
· Spill kit
· Incident form
· MSDS (Material Safety Data Sheet)

Procedures:
1. Hospital management avails sufficient personal protective equipment (PPE). 
2. Staff handling spill shall put on the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).
3. Staff shall pour disinfectant (bleach solution 0.5%) onto the contaminated surface area.
4. Staff shall cover spill with absorbent paper towel.
5. Staff shall leave for 2 to 10 minutes and 30 minutes if the aerosol has been created.
6. Staff shall post warning sign to keep the area clear.
7. Staff shall wipe up the spill using paper towel or absorbent materials and place in a plastic garbage bag.
8. If sharp objects are involved, forceps should be used during clean up to avoid injury.
9. Staff shall remove protective clothing and discard the clothing appropriately.
10. Staff shall wash hands in accordance with hand washing policy.
11. Staff shall report the spill to the Health and Safety Focal Person.

 In case of chemical spill, follow these procedures:
1. Staff shall make a spill assessment, using MSDS.
2. Staff shall wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).
3. Staff shall cover spillage with absorbent tissue.
4. Staff shall carefully pour neutralizer solution around edges of spill and then into the spill.
5. Staff shall allow minimal contact time of 10 to 30 minutes to act on spill before clearing.
6. Staff shall wipe up spill material starting from the edges and working into the center with paper towels.
7. Staff shall pick up broken glass or other sharp objects, if any, and discard into sharps bin using appropriate material.
8. Staff shall place spill material, gloves and other disposable materials into a labeled biohazard bag.
9. After decontamination of the area, staff shall use fresh water to remove bleach/neutralizer residue from all surfaces.
10. Staff shall observe and determine the level of danger, and if other outside assistance is needed, or if the spill is complicated, call additional appropriate personnel for help.
11. Staff shall report an incident for each spill occurrence.
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Appendix: 

Appendix 1: Spill Kit Contents
· Small Spill Kits materials:
· Gloves
· Absorbent
· Bleach (0.5% solution)
· A container to collect and store the clean-up material

· Large Spill Kit:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Protective clothing for two people, larger spills should be cleaned up by at least two people. 
· Gloves
· Absorbent
· Bleach (0.5% solution)
· A container to collect and store the clean-up material
· Coveralls
· Boots
· Goggles
· Safety glasses
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